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Friday, 11" January 2019

FROM MR JOLLIFFE

Executive Headteacher

Happy New Year! | hope you and your family had a really good holiday and were able to enjoy
some time together. It has been great to see the children all coming back to school well-rested
and ready to learn for the new term, as well as being full of excitement about their Christmas
presents! | hope that everyone will really enjoy the new term and make the most of all the
exciting things that are planned by teachers to make learning so exciting.

One of the highlights of the year is always the residential visits and the leaflet and letters about these will be coming
home next week. After last years’ visits, we talked to the children about what they enjoyed and what did not work so
well. As a result of this feedback, we have changed the Year 3 visit for 2019 to include visiting Plymouth Aquarium and
spending the night sleeping with sharks! More information about this will be included in the leaflet. The other venues
have worked well and so we are keeping these the same as last year.

STAFF NEWS

Congratulations to Mr Woolacott and Mrs Wright, who both work at Cheriton Fitzpaine, on their marriage at the end of
December. Their wedding was a wonderful occasion and attended by lots of staff from the federation schools.
Congratulations too, to Mr and Mrs Tempest on the safe arrival of Daniel on the 29" December, weighing 8lbs and loz.
Mrs Tempest and Daniel are both doing well and Miles is enjoying being a big brother. We look forward to meeting
Daniel in the future. Finally, many congratulations to Mr Hookway, who has announced his engagement. We are
delighted for him and his fiancée and look forward to their wedding next year.

FROM MRS HARRIS
Head of School

Dear parents and carers

Firstly, | would like to give Logan a warm, Cheriton Fitzpaine welcome; we hope he will
have lots of fun learning in Ash class. We also welcome Penny Heard who is working in
the Foundation Stage Unit alongside Debs Woolacott, Lucy Skinner and for this tem a student teacher from
Exeter University Miss Crook.

May | take this opportunity to wish you a happy and healthy 2019! As is traditional we would like to make
some New Year resolutions at school. We have all focussed at school on how we think we canmprove our
learning, how we can improve the quality of school life and finally how we can make changes that impact on
the world! Children have discussed with their class teacher what they need to improve. After discussion the
children felt that we could all help at lunchtimes by adults and play leaders offering a variety of sports and
activities. We will also be making a concerted effort to make sure that we are a healthier school by ensuring we
are bringing healthy snacks such as fruit and vegetables; please remember that we cannot brirg nuts into
school in case of any allergies. Some children were also keen that we reduce the amount of plastic that is
wasted at school; they suggested making sure that everyone reuses lunch boxes rather than kringing our
snacks and lunch in a disposable plastic bag.

Can | please remind parents that children need a warm coat as we do try and get out to play at some point
everyday. They also need to bring in a drink of water in a refillable bottle, if they forget their bottle we do have
a water fountain they can use. Also, children do need to bring in PE kit for their PE lessons; white t shirt, black
or navy blue shorts and leggings/tracksuit trousers and a sweatshirt if they are outside and plimsolls or
trainers.

The dildren have had a great week, settling in quickly to their studies; in Ash class the children have already
started sharing their geographical knowledge about places around the world (a popular discussion this week
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has been New York!). In Oak class the children are setting out on their journey of finding out about the great
fire of London; what an exciting topic that promises to be. Whilst in Beech class we are also travelling back in
time to find out about World War II.

Kind regards

GLYNIS HARRIS

Head of School

GOVERNORS’ NEWS

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAY - GOVERNOR’S REPORT
On Monday 7th January 2019, EVF staff and governors took part in a training day at Thorverton School.
The event was organised by Ed Nichols (Head of School at Brampford Speke) and consisted of workshops and
presentations on a range of innovative teaching strategies being developed in the EVF schools. Consideration was given
to bar modelling in Maths, ways of developing vocabulary in English, the enhancement of pupil voice, the value of peer
assessment, and much more.
Mr Nichols also gave an informative and thought-provoking presentation on the physiological and cognitive differences
between boys and girls, offering staff insights that will allow them to continue to adjust the pupil-centred teaching that
they provide.
From a governor’s point of view, the event demonstrated a strong commitment to achievement and continuing
improvement within the EVF. It illustrated a powerful capacity for employing and sharing best practice, and a genuine
desire amongst staff to learn from and make use of the newest educational insights.

Dave Alcock

EXE VALLEY FEDERATION HAS A VACANCY FOR A FINANCE GOVERNOR

Do you have finance or accountancy experience and would like to find out more about what is involved in joining the Exe
Valley Federation board of governors?

The Governing Board works together with the senior leadership team to monitor our schools’ performance, set the
strategic direction of the Federation and ensure that its budget is well spent. If you are interested in finding out more,
please contact the Clerk to the Board, Heidi Last hlast@exevalleyfederation.org.uk or 01363 866456. As Governors wq
aim to make a difference to evgrchild within the Exe Valley Federation.
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PEN PORTRAITS FOR THORVERTON GOVERNORS
Our governors work in school-based teams during the year to enable them to focus on one of the 4
federation schools in more depth. Here are the pen-portraits for the governors who are in the Thorverton
school team:

JACKIE ENRIGHT

| have a business back ground, with many years’ experience working as a Director of
Finance and Administration, in both smaller and larger companies. During my
working life | have also lived and worked in New Zealand. | am now retired.

| have been an Exe Valley Federation governor since the start of the federation in
2012. In that time, | have been a lead governor for Health & Safety and Finance. In
September 2018 | was voted back in by the governing board as the Chair of
Governors. | am enjoying the challenges that this strategic role brings and working
together as a team with like-minded people to ensure staff and teachers are
supported and challenged and the children in the federation come first.

ELLY BABBEDGE

| taught for many years in Exeter and Tiverton as a primary school teacher and lead
teacher and then worked for Devon as a National Strategies Literacy Consultant,
delivering training for teachers around the county. Much of my time was taken
working intensively with head teachers and their teams to improve school
performance. This helps in my current role as Chair of the School Improvement
Committee.

In Southampton | ran a Nursery School, offering a highly creative curriculum and this
attracted both gifted and talented children and children with special needs. | have a
keen interest in autism, setting up a Young Explorers unit for Foundation Stage
children. | worked for 10 years as a Foster carer for hard-to-place short and long-
term placements. | am lead governor for safeguarding. | believe passionately that all
children deserve to learn, grow and have fun in a safe, caring and supportive environment. | am also a
Foundation Governor.

LOUISE WALSH

| joined he Board of Governors in September 2017 as a Parent Governor. My £
children attend primary school in Thorverton. | studied law at the University of £
Cambridge and the College of Law in Chester before working for a number of y¢ |
as a solicitor in London ari8ristol specialising in employee benefits. My mother : 4

and one of my sisters are teachers so | have an appreciation of both the challe &
and the joys of teaching. | am committed to bringing both my professional skills | |
my perspective as a parent to thke of governor in the EVF. | am Deputy Lead = ©

Governor for personnel and a member of the Resources Committee and the
Thorverton School Focus Group.
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Beech Class open their topic of WWII by listening to Neville
3XQ] RUb\ QYA =ac ¢  UUSXwaQR_ed dXU

= Q*"T =bc G \QS_dd-c GUTTYA

Huge congratulations to the new Mr and Mrs Woolacott who were married on 29" December
2018. We wish them every happiness in their married life.
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Mel Stride MP Presentation to Lizzie

Congratulations go to Lizzie, whose Christmas card design was judged
by Mel Stride MP, to be the winner of his competition in December. Here
is a picture of Mr Stride, who came to visit us today, presenting Lizzie
with her prize , awonderful art set. Weeh ~ USd ¢ XU-\\ ¢ __~
to very good use!

Mr Stride spent some time with all the children and encouraged them to
ask him questions. The children asked amongst other things, whether he
had met the Queenand what his specific role is within the gove rnment.

Before he left, Mr Stride also complemented the school on our brilliant
SATS results last year.
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SPRING CLUBS BEFORE SCHOOL LUNCHTIME AFTER SCHOOL
Monday Netball
Tuesday Gymnastics SATS Surgery Elastic Band
Wednesday Choir Dance
Thursday Eco Club
Friday Football Club

USEFUL DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 25" January
Thursday 7" March
12" and 14" March
Saturday 4™ May

Class open afternoon from 3pm

World Book Day

Child/Parent/Teacher Interviews
Exmoor Challenge walk (Year 6 children) Saturday

TERM DATES 201 2020

Spring term 2019

Monday 7" January to Friday 15" February [Staff Development Day 7' January]
Monday 25" February to Friday 5" April [Staff Development Day 25" February]

Summer term 2019

Tuesday 23% April to Friday 24 ™ May [SATS 13 to 16" May]
Monday 3™ June to Thursday 25" July

Autumn term 2019

Tuesday 3¢ September to Friday 18 October [Staff Development Days 3 and 4" September]
Monday 28™ October to Thursday 19" December [Staff Development Day 29 November]

Spring term 2020

Monday 6" January to Friday 14" February [Staff Development Day 6" January]
Monday 24™ February to Friday 27" March

Summer term 2020

Tuesday 14" April to Friday 22™ May [Staff Development Day 14" April]
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Monday 1%t June to Thursday 239 July
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HELP PAYING FOR g

§ CHILDCARE

MONEY TOWARDS CHILDCARE

Any R of the following schemes...

Hr Government

Age Age Age
0-11 0-15 0-13
Get up to Claim back up Claim back up
£zooo per child to 85% of costs to 70% of costs
For wrarling families Forwarling Jamilies For worling lan:ilies

TAX-FREE CHILDCARE UNIVERSAL CREDIT TAX CREDITS

L2
- AYAILABLE IM LK.

aas mbe used with
FREE HOURS OF CHILDCARE

Ape e Age
“ 354 3%4
Far familias gerring
certain government For all families For working families
support

15 HOURS FREE GHILDCARE 15 HOURS FREE CHILDCARE 30 HOURS FREE CHILDCARE

AVAILABLE IN ENGLAND
0T CTENR 17 WARS. Seland a1d Morttern i acd Saecs chidrarec IngER QoL
Spoak to yaur provider abaut any additional charges that may apply

For full details visit

Getting childcare vouchers?
childcarechoices.gov.uk Go to GOV.UK to find out rmcre
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Wednesday 167\ Ll o
January &g

At St. Matthew’s Church
4pm-5:30pm

Love God!

Join us for Stories, Crafts and

Refreshments

All welcome!



